Stanford Ovshinsky

Radu Grigorovici a Great Man

Radu Grigorovici was such an incredible human being, a wonderful humanist, and a person whose values ennobled all who knew him.   He was an important contributor and builder of the field of amorphous and disordered materials.

Firstly, I mention his human contribution.  When my late wife, Iris, died, he wrote me a wonderfully moving and wise letter that I not only cherish, but that helped me beyond words.  I would like to emphasize that he was a dear friend of many, many years and he represented humanity, wisdom and science at their best.  
His contribution to amorphous materials started at a time when the naysayers described amorphous and disordered materials as structure-less, he showed that the field was important because of its structural meaning.  We went from a very small group in one room to a very vital international science as a whole.  His example as a great man was always inspiring.
In the most difficult times for his people and, therefore, for his country he with great dignity and trouble built a school wherein as a teacher he brought up new generations that made Romania into a much respected part of the scientific community.
Radu meant so much to us and certainly to his much loved family.  It is impossible not to grieve but his model life is an illustration of what humanity can be.  

